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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

  

THE GREETING:  Rev. Susan Snelling  Pg. 185 

 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God,  

All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

KYRIE: Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY:    (Prayer of the Day) 

 

All: Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you created 

humanity anew.  May the power of his victorious cross transform those who turn in faith to 

him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

PSALM  128 

 

Happy is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways. 

 

You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. 

 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots around your 

table. 

 

Thus, shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD. 

 

The LORD bless you from Zion.  May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 
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May you see your children‟s children.  Peace be upon Israel! 

 

 

READING: 2 Corinthians 2:14-3:16 
 

A READING FROM THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS 

But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads in every 

place the fragrance that comes from knowing him. 
 
For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are 

being saved and among those who are perishing;
 
to the one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a 

fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 
 
For we are not peddlers of God‟s word like so 

many; but in Christ we speak as persons of sincerity, as persons sent from God and standing in his presence. 

Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Surely, we do not need, as some do, letters of recommendation 

to you or from you, do we? 
 
You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, to be known and read by 

all;
 
and you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 

living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 
 
Not that we are competent of ourselves to 

claim anything as coming from us; our competence is from God,
 
who has made us competent to be ministers of 

a new covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in letters on stone tablets, came in glory so that the people of Israel could 

not gaze at Moses‟ face because of the glory of his face, a glory now set aside, 
 
how much more will the 

ministry of the Spirit come in glory? 
 
For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, much more does 

the ministry of justification abound in glory! 
 
Indeed, what once had glory has lost its glory because of the 

greater glory; for if what was set aside came through glory, much more has the permanent come in glory! 

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to 

keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that
[d]

 was being set aside. 
 
But their minds were 

hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, 

since only in Christ is it set aside. 
 
Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their 

minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:1-16 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MARK 

 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

He left that place and went to the region of Judea and
[a]

 beyond the Jordan. And crowds again gathered around 

him; and, as was his custom, he again taught them. 

 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
 
He answered 

them, “What did Moses command you?” 
 
They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 

and to divorce her.” 
 
But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+2%3A14-3%3A16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28839d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24584a


 

 

you. 
 
But from the beginning of creation, „God made them male and female.‟ 

 
„For this reason, a man shall leave 

his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
 
and the two shall become one flesh.‟  So, they are no longer two, 

but one flesh. 
 
Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 
 
He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife 

and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she 

commits adultery.” 

 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 

them. 
 
But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not 

stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
 
Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 

the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 
 
And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on 

them, and blessed them. 

 

The Gospel of Christ.  

 
People: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ  

 

 

SERMON:    Rev. Susan Snelling 
 

May the words of my mouth and the reflections of our hearts be acceptable to you O God our Creator and 

Redeemer. Amen 

In this passage from 2 Corinthians, Paul has an interesting way of expressing what it means for us to be 

followers of Christ and exercise ministry in the world around us. He speaks about the aroma of Christ and the 

fragrance of the knowledge of God. In our modern society, we do not often speak in such ways. But Paul is 

using our senses to invoke the imagination and consider how we are to be of service to God. Jesus speaks about 

seeing and hearing. Paul speaks about smelling. 

There is something different about the followers of Christ that sets them apart. Nothing visible marks Christ‟s 

followers from other people. The cross we bear as a result of our baptism is invisible. So how are we bearing 

witness. Well, we might suggest we bear witness by our words and actions. And it is through this witness that 

others see and hear us speaking in a different way or acting in unusual ways. For Paul there is an aroma that we 

give off as we carry out our ministry. This aroma is pleasant to those who also are followers of Christ. It is a 

positive aspect in our world. Assuring them that they are not alone, there are others also living out the message 

of God. Through this aroma they can see and know that we believe and are willing to put ourselves on the line.  

But for those who oppose Christ, who want to continue to live in the flesh, or in the darkness as Paul would say 

we are a threat and therefore we are the smell of death. We are dangerous. We are bold. In some ways we are 

unpredictable, although we try to live consistently by following God‟s lead. People do not always know what to 

do with us. Because part of our mission as followers of Christ is to spread the message or the Good News with 

those we meet. People who base their lives on material things and live only for today, not aware or interested in 

others, do not want to be disturbed. 

Paul is familiar with this attitude and has an interesting way of expressing how we go about our ministry in this 

environment. In the early Church there were competing voices. As Paul travelled to Corinth, Rome, Galatia, and 

so on proclaiming the message of the Risen Christ, there were others who came to these communities with 

different messages. Paul makes reference to this in his letters. People are becoming confused or taking in these 



 

 

other messages and not following the ways of Jesus as Paul has taught them. Some do it for profit, requiring 

payment. They bring with them recommendations from others to increase their authority, making them seem 

more legitimate. 

Paul‟s operation is much simpler. He travels, supported in communities by members of the church and by 

patrons. This is his life‟s work after his conversion and he is zealous in proclaiming the gospel, just as he was 

zealous in persecuting the early Christians. He shies away from commending himself, although not always 

convincingly. He says,  

  You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known  

  and read by everyone. You show that you are a letter from  

  Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but  

  with the Spirit of the living God. 

 

Once again, there is this concept that we bear within and about ourselves something that sets us apart or makes 

us evident in the world. We are letters from Christ. We bear in our lives the story of our relationship to Christ 

and the evidence of Christ‟s presence with us. Others can read the story by watching how we move through the 

world. Then he likens these letters from Christ with the tablets of the Hebrew Scripture. While I do not want to 

compare the letters and the tablets to prove one is “better” than the other, I do want to state that there is 

something glorious about ourselves being letters from Christ. 

 

There is a very real sense as we read this passage, that we are not in the world as independent agents or as 

unconnected creatures. We, as followers of Christ, are agents of Christ. Giving off an aroma, open letters 

bearing God‟s glory in creation. We do not live for ourselves but for God. Therefore, we are sharing God‟s 

glory by our very being. Without having to speak a word. In all that Paul does, he is trying to make the message 

which he proclaims real or tangible for the people he meets. Using these different images allows him to capture 

the imaginations of those who are listening, giving them some way of acknowledging God at work in their lives 

or the lives of those around them. 

 

If we think about those who have been influential in our faith lives, it is usually not some big revelation or act 

which influenced us but rather their steady, persistent understanding of God and willingness to live as God 

called them which is meaningful. Their faith in the midst of whatever changes and challenges life brought. So 

too it is with us. We may think we are just plodding along, especially right now, with our experience of the 

pandemic and the changes it brought to our lives. But I can guarantee there is someone watching you. To see 

how you are managing and how your relationship with God has evolved during that time. We are all examples 

to those in our spheres of influence. Not in a contrived way but in a very natural way we give off an aroma of 

being the people of God. Our lives are testimonies to the grace, mercy, compassion, generosity, love, and hope 

of God.  

 

We are called to continue this ministry of simply being ourselves, living our faith each and every day. A 

message of encouragement for us through Paul from God. 

 
People: Amen.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (#14)  

 

(With confidence and trust let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”) 

Reader: For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church throughout the world, we pray to you, Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Reader: For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of the 

earth; we pray to you, Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Reader: For those preparing for baptism and for their teachers and sponsors, we pray to you, Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Reader: For peace in the world, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and 

peoples, we pray to you, Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Reader: For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all in 

danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Reader: For all whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Reader: For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God, we pray to you, Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:   

 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and 

invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God‟s forgiveness. 

 

(Silence is kept.) 

 

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

People: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

THE PEACE:   

 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  

 

All: Eternal God, your only Son suffered death upon the cross to bring the world salvation.  

Accept the praise and thanksgiving we offer you this day, in the name of Jesus Christ the 

Lord.    Amen. 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER #5  Pg. 204 

 

Celebrant: The Lord Be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We life them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, for the gift of a world full or wonder, and for our 

life which comes from you.  By your power you sustain the universe. 

 

People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: You created us to love you with all our heart, and to love each other as ourselves, but we rebel 

against you by the evil that we do. 

 

 In Jesus, your Son, you bring healing to our world and gather us into one great family.  

Therefore, with all who serve you on earth and in heaven, we praise your wonderful name, as we 

say, 

 

All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 Blessed is he who comes in the names of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, loving Father, because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us you 

showed us how much you love us.  He cares for the poor and the hungry.  He suffers with the 

sick and the rejected. 

 

 Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back but overcame hatred with love.  On the cross he 

defeated the power of sin and death.  By raising him from the dead you show us the power of 

your love to bring new life to all your people. 

People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 



 

 

Celebrant: On the night before he gave up his life for us, Jesus, at supper with his friends, took break, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the, saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it: this is my 

body which is given for you.” 

 

 After supper, Jesus took the cup of wing, said the blessing, gave it to his friends, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you:  this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and eternal covenant, 

which is shed to you and for many, so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me.” 

People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

Celebrant: Gracious God, with this bread and wine we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, and we 

offer ourselves to you in him. 

 

 Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts, that we may know the presence of Jesus in the 

breaking of bread and share in the life of the family of your children. 

People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

Celebrant: Father, you call us to be your servants; fill us with the courage and love of Jesus, that all the 

world may gather in joy at the table of your kingdom. 

 

 We sing your praise, almighty Father, through Jesus, our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit 

now and for ever. 

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      Pg. 211 

 

  Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

  All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BREAKING OF BREAD #7 Pg. 213 

 

Celebrant: We break this bread, 

All: Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

 

Celebrant: Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 

All: if we have died with him, we shall live with him, if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 

 

 



 

 

THE COMMUNION 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 

 

All: Merciful God, you have called us to your table and fed us with the bread of life.  Draw us 

and all people to your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

THE DOXOLOGY 

 

All: Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever.   Amen.   

 

 

THE BLESSING: 

 

Celebrant: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  

All: Amen. 

 

 

NOTICES:  

 

THE DISMISSAL: 

 

Reader: Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

++++++++++ 

 

Service of Morning Prayer taken from the The Book of Alternative Services. Copyright 1985 by the General 

Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Biblical texts taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

 

 

Assisting today:       
 

Celebrant;  The Rev. Susan Snelling 

Video Livestream: David Paradis 

 

 

This morning in our worship we remember in our prayers those of our family and friends who have 

immediate needs and concerns: 
 

Lorraine Whitwell & Family; Celeste & parents; Winnie Fulcher & Family; Stephanie; Alvin Maynard; Nova; 

Colleen; Irene; John; Kayla; Dorothy McIlravey & husband Chuck; Kim Middaugh; Lorraine W; Wilma; Sally; 

Steve & Jade; Jim & Barb Tomkins; Ron and Karen; Braedy; Karyn; Rev. Janet Mitchell; Sharron Snider; Peter 

Hubbard; Sally Smith; Marilyn Lloyd. 

 



 

 

The names below are people in need of ongoing prayers for various reasons so we ask you to please 

continue to pray for them and their continuing need of God’s healing touch and grace:  
 

Martin Bertelsen; Stephen Bertelsen; Theresa & Pete; Valerie; Darlene Jessem; Doreen; Brenda & Brian; 

Derek; Jaxon Croft; Sean; Rose McIntyre; Vayda; Daniel Leibovich; Barb Semsch; Rose Court; Cecilia Mowat 

& Tanya Bowskill; Donna & Ray Wilson; Mark Ralston; Jackson; Phil & Kathy C.; Bob Anderson; Nancy 

Perault; Marco Romita & Rose; Sharon Z; Adesh; Lisa Marie; Joyce Antony; Bill & Cathy Gray; Dave 

Lawrence; Livia & Neil Purcell; Sheila Green; Carrie Snow; Sheri Scott; Carl; Mark & Erin; Wally Raymond; 

Christine; Audrey Moody; Lynda Raye; Garn Mennell; Lee & Jeannie Martin; Michelle Sinclair and mom; Jane 

& Ron Lewis; Marilyn Foley; Bill Snow; Deborah Hall; Jen Galicinski; Arlene; Joan Gough; Eunice Merrett; 

Jean Wallace; Nancy Dodds; Wendy Goodyer; Do Saunders; Jefferson Jr.; June Osolin; Tanya Wade-Vargas. 

 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
 

 

 The Anglican Church of Korea 

 

In the Toronto Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 
  

 St. Augustine of Canterbury 

 

 

 


